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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Freemasons Celebrate “Square & Compasses Day” by Welcoming the Public
September 24th Open House to Enlighten, Educate, and Inform
(Lexington), Massachusetts – Sept 9, 2005 – Have you ever wondered who the Freemasons are and what they do?  You will soon have the chance to find out.  Simon W Robinson Lodge, at The Lexington Masonic Building, just off the green at the corner of Bedford St. and Hancock Rd, will open its doors to the public on September 24th from 9 AM – 3 PM as part of “Square & Compasses Day,” a state-wide celebration of Freemasonry.  

In conjunction with the Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts, approximately 250 Lodges throughout the Commonwealth will be hosting open houses to raise awareness of the organization and the positive impact it has on its members and their community.  Members will be on hand to provide tours of their building, talk about Freemasonry’s history, discuss its ritual, signs, and symbols, and explain what they do.

“’Square & Compasses Day’ is a wonderful opportunity for the public to learn more about the Masons,” said Jeffrey B. Hodgdon, Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts and the presiding officer of 45,000 members.  “Although many have heard of our organization, few are aware that we are part of an unbroken tradition of great men who have changed our world in ways both big and small.  Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, Thurgood Marshall, and John Glenn, for example, all joined the Masons prior to achieving the successes we recognize them for.  There are countless other great men, whose names are not widely known, that made their communities a better place; many of these men are the fathers, grandfathers, friends, and co-workers of the people we hope will visit one of our Lodges.  I warmly invite the public to join us on “Square & Compasses Day.” 

In an unprecedented step, the Masons will promote “Square & Compasses Day” with an extensive advertising push. Beginning Monday, September 12th and running through Friday, September 23rd, the organization will air television and radio commercials that will reach every corner of the state.  The campaign, developed by the Grand Lodge and the advertising agency Boston Light, will challenge men with the question, “Do you have greatness in you?”  The ads feature the image and voice of Richard Easton, the Tony Award-winning Shakespearean actor who starred in PBS’s powerful documentary on Benjamin Franklin. A print campaign to accompany the commercials will run in many daily newspapers.  Individual lodges have the option of advertising in their local media outlets as well.  Finally, a web site developed for “Square & Compasses Day,” AskaFreemason.org, will answer questions and provide additional information.  

Freemasonry, the oldest and largest fraternal organization in the world, traces its roots to the stonemason guilds that built Europe’s cathedrals and castles during the early part of the last millennium.  As construction of these buildings declined, they began accepting members from outside their trade.  These new members, influenced by the “Age of Enlightenment,” transformed the organization from a group for builders to one focused on developing the character of its members.  Freemasonry was formally organized in London, England in 1717. In 1733 the Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts was formed, making it the oldest in the Western Hemisphere and the third oldest in the world. 

Dedicated to the singular purpose of “making good men better,” Freemasonry provides opportunities for fellowship, charity, education, and leadership.  It is open to adult men of any color, religion, nationality, or social standing.  North American Masonic philanthropies contribute more than $2,000,000 every day, 70% of which benefits the general public.  The Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts includes 45,000 members and 250 Lodges throughout the Commonwealth.  For additional information, please call 800.882.1020 or visit www.AskaFreemason.org or www.massfreemasonry.org.   Lexington’s Simon W Robinson Lodge website is at www.simonwrobinson.org.
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